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Collaborative Law Cast of Characters

Leading (Most Frequently Occurring) Roles:

Coach (Divorce Coach) – a skilled specialist who is able to assist one or both of the parties together in identifying and developing the High End goals and interests of a party; developing means of healthy communication of values and issues; setting-up a fair process; and/or in helping the parties disengage from their partner-relationship in a goal-oriented process using clear and respectful communication.
Attorney and Counselor at Law – a lawyer retained for the proceeding or the process to provide information on the law, legal and Collaborative Law processes; to assist in empowering a party in reaching a full, fair and final outcome; and to advocate for the party.  The lawyer is a process facilitator and can draft documents to effect the agreements in a complete, legally enforceable form. 
Mediator (Dispute Resolution Specialist, “DRS”) -- a neutral person with conflict resolution and case management skills who facilitates a resolution of the substantive and procedural issues; who can streamline the legal process, simplifying discovery, setting timeframes meaningful to the parties and their specific issues; and who will guide the parties in a healthy process, leading to a full resolution of their legal issues that is respectful, safe, confidential and durable.

Parenting Coach (or Communication Specialist) – assists the parents in re-engaging together as co-parents rather than as spouses; in resolving present issues; and creating a basis, model or process for resolving the future issues as may predictably arise.
Party, Parent – a person named in a legal proceeding, who is a primary stakeholder in the outcome of the action and who has authority to enter into voluntary, binding settlement of the issues at hand.
Supporting Cast (Those Who May Be Retained on an As-Needed Basis):

Arbitrator – a neutral person, not commonly used in Collaborative Law, selected by the parties and counsel to assist in the resolution of a specific, incidental or drafting issues, which will then best memorialize the agreements of the parties and make them fully enforceable.
Child Specialist – a person experienced in assisting parents in dealing with “children of separation” issues; who is a voice of the child, helping to identify and resolve the children issues; who educates the parents while helping them to re-focus on the child’s needs, rather than their own interests.
Collateral Resource – a person with special education, skills and experience in a particular subject area, who can provide information and empower the parties to make the best, most-informed decisions of an issue in their interests.  Examples include appraisers, CPAs, business evaluators, and actuaries.
Court Appointed Special Advocate (C.A.S.A.) – a trained, unpaid, volunteer citizen member of a court-recognized or supervised program, who is appointed by the court to serve as a guardian ad litem for a child in a legal proceeding.  CASAs differ from Title 26 guardians ad litem by training, qualifications, cost, scope and duration of their appointment.
Financial Specialist – a person with financial expertise who can assist the parties by developing budgets for re-aligning family finances incomes and expenses in the transition from one to two households; who may draft proposed budgets, cash flow scenarios and Property Distribution Spreadsheets for the allocation of assets and obligations within the family; and can assist in planning for the vocational costs of a party or the post-secondary educational costs of the children.
Guardian ad Litem (Family Law GAL or Title 26 GAL) – a trained person appointed by the court from a court-supervised registry to represent the best interests of a minor child or incapacitated adult in a legal proceeding.
Judge, Court Commissioner, Judicial Officer – a government official elected or court-appointed to publicly adjudicate the outcome of legal issues or an entire case in a formal court proceeding, following the laws of the federal, state and local governments and the rules adopted by the Washington State Supreme Court.
Litigation Attorney – an attorney to whom a party may be referred if a case is screened out of the Collaborative process; if there are circumstances requiring a second opinion; if a party requires special expertise (such as drafting a Qualified Domestic Relations Order or filing a Bankruptcy proceeding); or to provide advocacy for a party upon termination of the Participation Agreement.
Neutral Person – a resource person available to facilitate the Collaborative Law process, such as a mediator; or one who can provide special expertise to assist the parties and the process in moving toward resolution, such as an appraiser, actuary, business valuator, mortgage specialist, CPA or tax professional. The “Neutral” is independent of the parties and their counsel and works impartially to provide information, techniques and services to all without bias, agenda, or favor.
Parenting Evaluator, Social Worker – a person educated, skilled and experienced in forensic child custody issues, who is appointed by the court or retained by the parties to investigate the interests and circumstances as pertains to a minor child; and to make recommendations to the parties and the court.
Psychiatrist – a medical doctor specialized in mental health issues, who may evaluate, diagnose and treat parents and children.  In former days, psychiatrists were appointed to serve as Parenting Evaluators.

Psychologist – a licensed professional educated, skilled and experienced in the administration and interpretation of psychological testing, who may also be retained to make parenting or vocational recommendations.  In former days, psychologists were appointed to serve as Parenting Evaluators.

Therapist, Counselor —a state-licensed professional retained to provide mental health or counseling services.  These specialists, while they may also happen to be trained as Child Specialists, Parenting Evaluators, Communication or Parenting Coaches, while in a therapist or counseling capacity assist individuals in dealing with their personal issues and will not ordinarily share confidential information given or gained in a session, although with authorization and by agreement they may give recommendations concerning individual or family issues.
Vocational Consultant – a person skilled and trained to test, evaluate and make recommendations concerning a party’s occupational skills, ability and educational needs; and the costs and benefits of various occupational or career alternatives.
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